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The Presidentõs Corner 
Mel Blackwell 
National President, Pro-Duffers USA 

 

Almost two years ago the Sweeney administration handed the reins over to the Blackwell 
administration and the time has flown like a Tiger tee shot!  A lot has been accomplished by the organization 
and we should all be proudτand there is more to come. 
 
First a BIG thanks to each and every Pro-Duffer Chapter for supporting the National events, to date, as they all 
have been well attended and loads of fun.  We know that only your commitment to attend is one of the main 
reasons that they have been successful. 
 
Next, a BIG eagle to the host Chapters of all of the Nationals--- Little Rock, DC and Atlanta. These events require 
loads of time and local resources and are never easy to pull off,  but they all have worked well. 
 
Finally BIG thanks to the Officers, Chapter Presidents and especially Leaphart, as he has had to step in at the last 
moment to run the National meetings.  Don Brown has done a terrific job with the newsletter (although he 
could use some more material, guys) which has resurrected one of our old traditions prior to the internet era. 
Anton has taken us to a new level with the Finances and is doing great work to help standardize our reports. 
ά.ƛƎ 5ƻƎέ WƻƘƴ tŀȅƴe continues to handle one of the toughest jobs as Tournament Director. 
 
Now we look forward to our National Tournament in  Austin  in the Fall and we are sure that an outstanding 
package awaits us. Barton Creek is a premier venue with all of the amenities and reputation that we could ask 
for and we need to plan on making it a big success.  Houston, we have lift off!!! 
 
Each Chapter continues to carry on great local traditions and at the same time bringing in quality new members. 
I would urge the Chapters to ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ άƴŜǿ ōƭƻƻŘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻƴ 
and bring new ideas to the table.  Succession of Leadership is important in any organization. 
 
In closing, thanks for your continued support of what we are doing and for the personal support and 
understanding you have given me in some difficult times.  But, the organization has run smoothly and that is a 
tribute to the great folks who have given their time to make it happen.   See you in Austin!!  
 
Mel 
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he Atlanta Chapter would like to give their thanks to all of the members and guest for coming 

out to Spring Fling 2008.   We hope everyone had as much fun as we did hosting the event.    

 

This Spring Fling golf outing welcomed a full field of players to Atlanta, Georgia for three 

days of play, fun and awards.   One Hundred 

and Forty -Four (144) eager and dedicated golfers 

checked in and received a complimentary goodie 

bag and gift coupons for purchase in the Pro Shop. 

One of the highligh ts of the Spring Fling was the 

Ladies Social with lunch, Bingo and prizes, a 

great success! 

 

 

Stone Mountain Resort offer ed  the ideal venue 

for this event.  The 36 -hole championship courses represented a dramatic departure from the target -

oriented style o f most Georgia courses. The courses definitely proved to be very challenging, but we 

think nearly everyone felt that they would like to take another shot at itéas soon as they find their A-

game.  

 

 

Again, the Atlanta Chapter would like to extend a heartfe lt 

thank you to all the chapter members, wives, guest golfers, 

and Stone Mountain Resort for sharing their weekend with us 

and supporting Spring Fling 2008.   

 

We put another face on the Mountain !  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

New Members Welcomed  

The Atlanta Chapter welcomed  their newest members at the March 2008 General 
Chapter Meeting.  

John Dunbar    Clifford Johnson   Robert Johnson  Ernest C. Rice  

 
Julius Smith     Oscar Turner        Forest L. Wade  

T 
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The Washington DC Chapter is in full swing for the 

2008 season. We have over 60 members and a host 
of excellent new members with impressive golf 
skills. A few of our key members are on the injured 
reserve list for a few months, as father time has 
taken his toll on their bodies. Milton Bernard, Harry 
Martin and Roy Baptiste all have had knee 
replacement operations and are in rehab. We look 
to having  them back in the future and as a result , 
we will have three bionic men on the course so 
beware to all.  
 
We have a variety of events planned for the year 
and have added some new courses to our schedule. 
As usual, we have five teams and events that will 
determine the team champions and  a medal play 
format that will determine the low gross champ and 
the hotly contested five individual flights that lead 
to the Club Champion. We have a very popular 
άƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ά ǘǊƛǇ  where only the bus driver and a 
couple of members know where we are going.  This 
ǘǊƛǇ άǎŜƭƭǎ ƻǳǘέ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƎǳŜǎǘǎΦ  Finally our 
signature event is the Memorial Tournament  where 
the proceeds, usually nearly $15,000 , go to various 
charities and college scholarships. The Memorial has 
contributed over $100,000 to deserving Howard 
University students. 
 

 

 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǳǎǳŀƭ άƎǊǳŘƎŜέ ƳŀǘŎƘ 
against Del Val and Northern Virginia in Ocean 
City Maryland in late June. Over 100 golfers from 
the three Chapters are expected to play for the 
coveted trophy and bragging rights.  For the past 
few years Del Val has taken the trophy.  
 
Once again, we will hold our end of season 
awards banquet at Congressional Country Club 
where we invite our wives and hand out the golf 
awards for the year.  
 
The Club  Officers  remain the same as last year, 
Mel Blackwell President,  Cal LaRoche  VP, 
Courtland Cox  Secretary,  Gary Harris Treasurer, 
Milton Bernard Scholarship Chairman,  Chuck 
Shields Tournament Director,  Joe D Saunders 
Membership Chairman and Harry Martin Social 
Chairman.  
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Northern Virginia (NOVA) Chapter 
 

AFFILIATION WITH VIRGINIA GOLF ASSOCIATION 

In pursuit of an important element of our goal to expand the collective and individual 
golf experience, the NOVA Pro Duffers Chapter is now officially affiliated with the Virginia 
State Golf Association (VSGA) as a Recreational Golf Club. We believe this decision will 
strengthen our organization in many ways, both now and in the future. 

 
The mid-Atlantic region, and more specifically Virginia, is unquestionably one of the finest golf 

environments in the United States.  However like so many other aspects of life, it is necessary to find the 
operable entrees that enable us to take advantage of the many golf experience opportunities.  For example, 
three of the top-tier benefits of VSGA membership are: 
 

1. USGA HANDICAP ï All of our members will now carry a single-source verifiable handicap. 

2. VIP CARD PROGRAM ï For a nominal fee of $65 our members will be able to purchase a VIP 

card entitling them to play more than 195 courses in Virginia, the Carolinas and Maryland at 

significantly reduced greens fees.  If that werenôt enough a portion of the VIP cardholder fee is tax-

deductible because the program directly supports the Virginia Golf Foundation, a qualified 501(c) 

(3) charitable organization. 

3.  CHAMPIONSHIP PROGRAM ï In addition to being able to participate in a host of region-wide 

championships, the VSGA also host several one-day handicap (net) events that afford players of 

all abilities the opportunity to play Virginiaôs finest courses while competing for prizes. In 2008 there 

are some 82 of these events scheduled.   

Weôre excited about our affiliation as a VSGA Recreational Golf Club and see it as a pivotal milestone in 
our Clubôs development.   

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Season, Same Outlook  

If the NOVA Chapter were to adopt a 
motto it would most certainly be something 
akin to ñGood Golf, Great Fun 

This year, as in years past, we have 
another full calendar of events including 
seven Chapter golf competitions, and  our 
annual three-day regional match in the beach 
resort town of Ocean City, MD with the Del-
Val and Washington, DC Chapters. Itôs also 
worth noting that this year we have three new 
courses on the schedule. Thatôs Good Golf! 
On the fun side weôre introducing several 

innovative measures design to promote 
greater integrative interaction among our 
membership regardless of skill levels. 

With this outlook our 2008 does indeed 
appear bright.       

2009 Spring Fling Planning  

With only eleven months remaining until 
the 2009 Spring Fling, the pace of our 
Chapterôs planning and preparation has been 
ratcheted-up a notch or so. Goal #1 is to 
ensure that the 2009 Spring Fling is a 
successful event for the organization and a 
memorable experience for every participant.   

To that end our focus is on building a 
package consisting of a variety of quality golf 
courses and comfortable lodging at a 
moderate cost.  Weôre confident thatôs doable. 

We will present a comprehensive briefing 
on the final event program at the National 
Convention in October.  In the meantime if you 
have questions or comments please contact 
us by e-mail. info@novaproduffers.org    

    
         

mailto:info@novaproduffers.org
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Pro Duffers  Houston Chapter 

From the PresideÎÔȣȣȢȢ  

June 3, 2008  

Greetings  Pro Duffers !  

 

I  hope youõre all as excited about the upcoming National as I am! This is such an awesome opportunity to 

play one of the finest courses in the nation ð Barton Creek!  

 

If youõve never experienced  the Barton Cree k Resort and Spa, youõre in for a real treat and a great time! 

The course features the #1 and #2 ranked golf courses in all of Texasé and the scenery is awesome! 

 

Before you know it, October 2008 will be upon us ; and we, the Southwest Chapter, will be the center of 

attention. We have a unique opportunity to sponsor  one of  the greatest event s in the history of our 

organization . 

 

You donõt want to miss this tournamenté registration is already open , so donõt waste any time signing up. 

Weõre playing with a limi ted fieldé only 120 players.  

 

× Contact Barton Creek directly  at 1-512-329 -4000  for your accommodations  

- Pro Duffers   are  receiving special rates, so donõt forget to mention that youõre one of us  

× Send your registration to Pro Duffers Houston before Septem ber 2 nd 

× Southwest Airlines has the best air fares  

× $14.00 Super Shuttle / $20 Cab Fare from Austin -Bergstrom Intõl Airport 

× Go to www.produffersusa.org  and click on the Houston Chapter Link for the Registration fo rm. 

 
 

Donõt delay, sign up today!  
 

Rick Flanagan  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.produffersusa.org/
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